


President’s
Message

The past quarter was a particularly active
one insofar as the activities of the Iola
Historical Society were concerned. Most
particularly it included the hosting of two
of our three annual community involvement
events, the second annual Memorial Day Pig
Roast salute to our military veterans and the
31st annual Iola Strawberry Fest fundraiser.

The first event that I would like to call
attention to, however, was a “Business
After 5” social event that was hosted at
the facilities of the Iola Old Car Show, the
Tola Historical Society, and the Iola Mills/
Millstone in conjunction with the Iola-
Scandinavia Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Waupaca Area Chamber of
Commerce on the last Tuesday of April. This
event was designed to fly the flag of our
community for our neighbors to the south.

The following day a couple dozen
students representing the Iola-Scandinavia
School’s National Honor Society chapter
descended upon the grounds, rakes and
shovels in hand, in pursuit of their program
of community spring cleaning tasks.
Speaking of interaction with the school,
three weeks later to the day this year’s
third grade classes, roughly 45 in number,
paid us a visit as part of their educational
experience, as the third grade classes do
annually.
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R.1. Anderson Machine Shop as it appeared in it’s waning years.

R.I. ANDERSON
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was seeking to replace its 1912 Waterous pumper and 1924
Ford Model T truck, which had been outfitted as a hose truck
in 1926.

In 1942 the Village of Iola purchased a used 1938 Reo
Speedwagon chassis for conversion into a combination fire
fighting pumper and hose truck. Anderson outfitted the
chassis with the necessary structure and locally crafted
accessory apparatus required. This fire truck became the first
of 25 Anderson would subsequently craft from then until the
late 1950s to serve fire departments in small town situated
around central Wisconsin and nearby.

In addition to crafting the custom-made brass and bronze
specialty apparatus required for outfitting the fire trucks
he built for those other fire departments, Anderson cast,
machined and sold them for other fire-fighting equipment
manufacturers to use. Thus was the “A (in a circle) / R. 1.
ANDERSON / IOLA, WIS.” imprint on fire fighting tools and
machinery spread across the country and around the world
over the mid-years of the 20th century.

After 56 years operating out of his East State Street
location, the then 87 year old Anderson determined it was
time to retire from the foundry and machining business.
Offering to sell the building to the village, at the April 16,
1970, meeting of the board its purchase for $3,010 was
approved. The keys were turned over to village president
Carl Waller on September 28, 1970, with the building being
subsequently torn down with the last remains being burned
on March 23, 1971.

Among the contents salvaged from the building pior to its
removal were the machine tools Anderson employed in his
manufacturing process, which were placed in Iola storage

with P. Oliver Olsen. In the late 1970s they
were transported to Milwaukee and placed
in storage at the home/business of Robert
Anderson, father of grandsons David and
Paul. David eventually moved the machinery
to the St. Cloud, Minn., area in 1990,
establishing a functioning hobby shop at his
home.

The opportunity for this historic collection
to come into possession of the Iola Historical
Society developed quite unexpectedly during
the 2012 Taste of Norway event. It was at
that time that David and Rhinard’s other
grandchildren suggested to IHS president
Clifford Mishler that they might be available
for display and donation if the Society was
interested. A few exchanges of communication
followed and a commitment was made in early
2013.

On June 18, 2013, Donald Faldet and
Charles Thompson were joined by Mishler for
a run out to the St. Cloud area to retrieve and
return to Iola the array of machine tools long
employed at the R. I. Anderson Machine Shop.
They returned with 4-1/2 tons of lathes, presses and related
equipment and tools. Thompson then turned his attention to
building a representation of the shop and arranging the tools
display over the winters of 2013/14 and 2014/15.

On May 6, 2015, the R. I. Anderson Machine Shop came
back to life as a special display showcased in the IHS Machine
Shed exhibition building during a dedicatory event with
David Anderson’s participation. Other family members in
attendance for the occasion were Wisconsin residents Carol
Hoff and her husband Tom from Sussex, Barbara Erdmann
and her husband Jim from Waukesha, Judy Schultz and
her husband Don from
Milwaukee, and Paul
Anderson from Iola.

The fire truck Anderson
built for Iola is on display

The dedication program for
the Anderson Machine Shop
exhibit was presented by IHS
vice-president Lee Halverson.

in the IHS’ authentically
constructed replication,
opened in 2007, of the
village’s historic brick
firehouse structure that
served the community from
1901 to 1986. Displayed
alongside it are two earlier
historic Iola fire fighting
apparatus. Decommissioned
in 1976, the vehicle had
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