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Fall ‘23 Activity Abounds at IHS Depot Street Museums Complex

As we begin the new year, our Depot Street museums and
historic village complex is likely to settle into a bit of a Winter
snooze through the coming months, following an unusually active
Fall 23 season, during which we achieved a good bit of hosting,
doing and projecting. What was accomplished promises to bode
well for the long-term appeal and integrity of the organization.
Let’s take the time to step back, recount and reflect on some of the
highlights.

On Wednesday, Sept. 13, a small crew of volunteers ventured
forth with a Skid-Steer, shovels and rakes, to install the second
phase of the handicapped pathways development among the
buildings in the Iola Historic Village campus. Some touch-up tasks
remain to be polished off in the Spring.

On Tuesday, Sept. 19, board member Charlie Thompson and
president Clifford Mishler traveled to New London to participate
in the Fall ad hoc meeting of Waupaca County’s historical
organizations. These semi-annual meetings typically attract a
turnout of around 20, with that of this coming spring to be hosted
by the IHS.

On Monday, Sept. 25, attendees at this monthly gathering —
they’re regularly held on the last Monday evenings from January
through October, excepting May, when the Memorial Day conflict
slips the night to Tuesday — were treated to a presentation by Arne
Halvorsen, president of Norway’s Gausdal Historical Society. We
have become sister organizations of sorts, as the ancestry of many
Iolajan’s are traceable as immigrants from Gausdal.

On Wednesday, Oct. 4, a team of about 20 Iola High School
volunteers showed up to perform a Fall community service
mission, a semi-annual exercise organized by the school’s National
Honor Society chapter. This time out they dedicated their efforts
to trimming the bushes and low-hanging tree limbs around our
village complex.

On Saturday, Oct. 7, we hosted our annual Taste of Norway and
Lost Arts Fair, established in 2010, a community fundraising event
that also incorporates a craft and gift show component. The 2023
event, blessed with beautiful weather, boasted a solid attendance

that was pretty much a throwback to the late pre-Covid years.
— contd on Page 2

With inclement conditions visiting Iola for the day, the October 13 outdoor dedication plans for the
Chester L. Krause Legacy Park were thwarted, with activities being moved inside to the Machine Shed.



PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

THANKS!

You can't help but have noticed that your
Window newsletter took on a new look with the
appearance of the Fall 2023 issue . . . closing out
its 16" year of publication. For those of you who
had developed a particular fondness for the old
look . . . this change possibly left you mystified . . .
so a belated explanation is certainly in order.

The Window had benefitted from Doug
Watson’s uninterrupted graphic artistry talents
since its launch with publication of the inaugural
Winter 2008 dated issue. As preparations for the
new issue were getting underway, Doug
approached me with the suggestion that it was
probably time for him to stand aside, given the
challenging complexities and learning curve
challenges that appear to be surfacing to enable
implementation of the latest generation of
programming desired in the computer
publishing world.

At that point, I reached out to our printer —
Chain O’ Lakes Litho - to determine if we could
quickly pull the publishing and printing
functions involved of the Window under one
roof, so to speak, going forward. Owner Andrea
Jenson responded favorably, agreeing on such
short notice to assume the creative end of the

— continued on Page 7
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FALL ACTIVITY — cont'd from Page 1

Arne Halvorsen Visited from Norway

On Friday, Oct. 13, the Chester L. Krause
Legacy Park dedication event, due to
inclement weather, was hosted in the
Machine Shed. Attendance for the event was
roughly 250, with attendees and participants
from Omaha, Pittsburgh, Iowa and Florida,
and throughout Wisconsin, with former
Krause employees solidly represented.

On Tuesday, Oct. 17, we welcomed eight
visitors from Turkmenistan, guests of the
Rotary Club of Waupaca. The ITHS was one
of their stops in this area, occasioned by
their travels to the United States to gain
tips that they might employ in pursuing
tourism development in that Eurasian
country.

On Wednesday, Oct. 18, ITola-
Scandinavia High School’s U.S. history
teacher Travis Bassett, accompanied by
perhaps 30 of his students, spent a
couple hours absorbing the community
heritage captured in our exhibit
presentations, and the other preserved
relics that we've archived, along with the
Historic Iola marker program. This was a
field trip question and answer historical
research outing.

On Monday, Oct. 23, Tola-Scandinavia’s
third-grade students, an assembly of
roughly 35 total, were conducted on
what has for many years been an annual
outing to expose youngsters to their
heritage. The children’s inquisitiveness
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and impatience can sometimes make this a
somewhat tiresome, even perhaps a bit
exasperating, but rewarding exercise for
those who serve as docents.

On Wednesday, Oct. 25, the IHS’ board
and officers met to develop a 2024 budget,
to be presented to the membership for
their approval at its upcoming meeting.
The budget for the coming year is always
built off the operational results of the year
then coming to a close. We enjoy a modest
asset range that is slightly in excess of $1
million, with operating income and
expenses typically falling in the $15,000 to
$20,000 range.

On Monday, Oct. 30, our last business
meetings of the year included the
reelection of the presently serving board
members and officers, as usual, and
approval of the 2024 budget. The evening’s
program was a reflective presentation by
Stanley Jakubek - “Jake the Barber” —
recounting the experiences of his 57-year
career as lola’s barber.

While it doesn’t seem possible, it appears
November was devoid of visible activities,
though there was a goodly amount of
“back-room” business going on, with
preparations for year-end activities

— contd on Page 4

Stanley “Jake the Barber” Jakubek
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FALL ACTIVITY — contd from Page 2

underway. These included preparing
andmailing membership renewals and
fundraisers . . . with a quartet of early
December activities in the offing.

On Saturday, Dec. 2, the annual Iola
Christmas Parade dissolved at the THS’
Machine Shed, where the community’s annual
Children's Visit with Santa Claus event is held;
these events are sponsored

by the Chamber of Commerce and the Iola
Lions Club. This year somewhat more than 75
children enjoyed visits with Santa and received
their requisite sweet treats.

On Monday, Dec. 11, our annual potluck
Christmas banquet program was hosted at the
Café of the Iola Mills - formerly “The
Millstone” - with about 20 members and
guests in attendance. There we recognized four
individuals for their efforts: Barbara Kobs,
Volunteer of the Year; Marlene & Ron Netzler,
Docent(s) of The Year; A special presentation
was also made to Doug Watson — Artistic
Talent Award - in recognition of his dedicated
services over two-plus decades.

On Saturday, Dec. 16, we celebrated the 100"
anniversary of Chet Krause’s birth on Dec. 16,
1923, complete with cake and cookies,
reminiscing with friends, neighbors, past
associates and family members, the event
witnessing the gathering of perhaps 75
community and collector appreciators of his
ties to their lives. It was hosted at the Iola
Baptist Church, a structure dating from 1957,
when Chet built its core section. Standing
across the street from the Chester L. Krause
Legacy Park development, built to serve the
needs of his fledgling Numismatic News, it was
occupied by Krause Publications through
1975.

On Sunday, Dec. 17, installation of the much
delayed Methodist Church historical marker —
“Iola’s Methodist Roots” — was finally
accomplished in conjunction with the
Church’s annual Christmas Season potluck
luncheon with about 30 parishioners in
attendance. The occasion was roughly
coincident with the 157" anniversary of the
first sermon offered in Iola, delivered by J. J.
Hatch on Dec. 4, 1856.

Then, there were some ongoing activities
that were of serious involvement throughout

Chet Krause
Monument Unveiled

Chet Krause's 100th
Anniversary Cake

The team of Gordie
Peterson and grandson
Cash Bestul provided the
2023 Taste of Norway
lefse making
demonstration.
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High School
History Class
Visits
CWEC Marker
Handicapped Pathways
Expanded
Iola Methodist
Church Historical
Marker Unveiling
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the Fall. Tradesmen continue to
comprehensively attack the restoration and
renovation of the interior of the historic
Iola & Northern Railroad depot, from the
reconstruction of interior walls to
reworking the lighting. A team of
volunteers has also been hard at work
identifying, rearranging and weeding the
holdings of the Strand Resource Center and
related archived storage.

The displays of tools, machinery and
related apparatus in the Machine Shed are
being restructured to accommodate the
addition of the pair of recently acquired
vehicles formerly owned by the late Chet
Krause . . . the 1903 Model A Ford
Runabout . . . and the 1957 Chevrolet Bel
Air 4-door Sedan. A related exhibit in the
main museum area, that remains under
development, will highlight his services to
the communities for which he possessed
focused interests.

While the Fall of 23 was a truly busy one
on Depot Street . . . as this brief summary
review hopefully illuminates . . . more could
certainly have been achieved . .. and our
service to the community enriched . . . with
a higher level of volunteer participation
from more members . . . hopefully, one of
your New Year’s Resolutions for 2024 was to
consider becoming an engaged member of
our team of volunteers!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Continued from Page 2

product that was already in process.

Having explained what happened . .. I'd also
like to publicly acknowledge and thank Doug
for the splendid job he performed over those 16
years . .. sharing with the membership, in
doing so, my assessment and insight into the
diversity and excellence of talent that he brought
to the task.

Born at Argyle in southwestern Wisconsin in
1940, Doug was 24 when he pulled up roots and
headed up to the Iola-Scandinavia area with his
young family. Initially taking up residence in a
rural location just outside of Iola, early on he
opted to adopt Scandinavia as his residence,
where he has now been living for more than
55 years.

Doug’s move to our area was occasioned by an
opportunity to join Krause Publications in a
multifaceted function involving advertising sales,
design and layout, along with photography. In a
real sense, as he has sometimes put it, he
actually became “the art department” of the
company in those days, also charged with
creating magazine cover and layout designs, and
editorial cartoons.

Through nearly a quarter century, with the
exception of a period of about three years from
1974 to 1978, Doug was engaged at Krause
Publications from 1964 to 1987. During that
time, he had struck out on his own for a short
interim, as a sign painter and graphic artist.
Returning to the company in 1978, he spent the
next ten years managing its’ pre-press publishing
department, in addition to functioning as art
director.

Leaving the company for a second time in 1987,
Doug became an independent publisher, having

Gone, But Fondly Recalled WANTED... Can You Help?

Lest we forget, recalled below are valued friends and members who
passed recently. Please remember them with appreciation, as you reflect
on their valued contributions to preserving the heritage of our

community and area.

Helene Mae (Rowe) Furst

Passing away on September 5, 2023, in Cookeville, Tennessee, Helene was a
long-time out-of-town member with abiding family ties to our community.
Born on the family farm near Scandinavia to Harry and Ella Rowe on May 23,
1926, she relished her Norwegian heritage — she was a proud and in-demand
lefse maker - and whose THS membership was an aid in maintaining contact
with her family roots. After graduating from Scandinavia High School, Helene
was a 1948 Luther College graduate, having become the first in her family to
attend college, and subsequently earned a Master of Library Science degree at

acquired from Krause a title — Paper Collectors’
Marketplace - that was no longer a fit for its’
publishing thrust. He published that title for the
next ten years, selling it to another party at the
close of 1996, at that time returning to his
publishing roots as a contract provider of graphic
services to others, including newsletters serving
some of the organizations of his involvement.
Doug’s publishing initiatives have truly been quite
varied. In 1967, as one of the founders of the Civil
War Token Society, he edited and published the
first issues of that organization’s Journal. In 1981
he was centrally involved in the company’s entry
into the sports card collecting realm, genesis of
the greatest growth in its history. A champion of
diversity, in 1986, he also inaugurated Country
Sounds, a Krause periodical in the music realm.

As varied as Doug’s publishing involvements
have been through the years, his personal
involvement pursuits as a collector have been
even more diverse. In addition to being an
enthusiast of St. Louis Cardinals baseball
memorabilia and Wisconsin Civil War tokens, he
has also been an avid collector of railroad
lanterns, to mention yet another of his diverse
interests. Then, there has been his dedication to
nurturing Monarch butterflies and support of a
horse rescue organization.

Turning to community activities, Doug was
responsible for the creation of, and chaired the
annual Scandinavia Corn Roast in its early years,
it being a primary fundraiser of the Scandinavia
Booster Club. He has for many years been a
dedicated volunteer at the Wisconsin Veterans
Home at King. Back in his hometown, he has
been a longtime supporter of the Argyle
Historical Society and his high school class
reunion group.

A founder and driving force of the Friends of
Scandinavia History (FOSH), since its founding
in 2005, Doug in 2023 stepped down from the

president’s role. A life member of the Iola
Historical Society, serving as a member of the
board 2006-2013, in addition to being the major
contributor to the graphic presentation of
Window, he has also been the guiding hand
behind our exhibit and promotional material
presentation developments over the past 20 years.

Doug Watson Receives
Artistic Talent Award / Special Recognition

To appreciate the quality of Doug’s talent level
and workmanship, pause for a bit, if you will,
when visiting the main museum building,
absorbing and appreciating the outstanding
exhibit presentations of his creation . . . Bert
Stromberg, Iola’s Violin Maker . . . Lee Nelson,
Iola’s Humble Hero . . . the Towne Native
American Artifacts . . . along with other touches
here and there among the museum exhibits and
around the Iola Historic Village campus.

For all that and more, our organization and the
membership owe Doug ... A HEARTY THANK
YOU! . .. be sure to extend your personal
congratulations the next time you cross paths
with him.

Introducing a new Window feature . ..
it will appear from time to time.. . .
when a need has been identified . . .

to which a member or reader might

the University of Michigan. Helene married Edward Furst in 1951, with whom

she lived and raised their family of three children in pursuit of his
professorships in several college towns, the last move being to Fayetteville,

Arkansas, where they established deep roots and resided for 50 years.
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be able to favorably respond.

Clothing Display Tools
We could use some mannequins and padded
hangers to facilitate placing the clothing stored in
our archive on display. This need is both long
range and imminent in nature . . . the program set
for our February meeting . . . will feature a
retrospective viewing of a variety of clothing items
archived from local families.

Contact Lee Halverson
lesuhalv@wi-net.com or 715-677-4918.



Where? Who? What? When?

Everything One Needed ... Perhaps? Just Another Day for
the lola & Northern

Nary a single response was received that might
shed additional light on the scene captured at the
Iola & Northern depot mystery photo published in
the Fall 2023 issue of the Window.

Locomotive #7 appeared fired up for departure
when the photographer captured the grouping on
the loading platform. The well-dressed man, second
from the left, was hefting a travelling satchel in his
right hand. Next to the right, in work clothes, was
quite possibly the engineer. The man third from the
right, appeared to be decked out in conductor
attire. On the right, a lady and her child appear to
have been well-dressed for out-of-town travel.

Please take another gander at the ingredients that

There was no question regarding this mystery photo, with respect to the What? This merchant of were captured and let us know if any of them now
the day was dispensing to a rural community’s every need . . . Dry-Goods . . . Shoes . . . Fancy ring a bell. Speculation, in the absence of facts, is

Groceries. certainly welcome.

Is there anyone out there who can provide any identifications . . . or clues? . .. Where was the
store located? . . . When would the picture have been taken? . .. Who are the individuals captured
in the photo? . .. Including the infant at the side of the lady? . . . Given the randomly strewn
lumber remains and the three-step-ladder to the left of the buckboard, the picture was likely taken
shortly after construction of the store was completed and opened for business.

Put your thinking cap on and let us know what you come up with? Please respond by phone:
715-445-I0LA (4652) or by e-mail: IolaHistoricalSociety@gmail.com or by postal mail: THS, P. O.
Box 412, Iola, WI 54945. Responses will be shared in the Spring 2024 issue of the Window and
archived following publication.

Donors & Loaners

2024 EVENTS SCHEDULE

October - November - December

Monday, January 29, 2024

The Tola Historical Society expresses its appreciation to the following individuals and organizations 5:30  IHS Board Meeting
for contributing donations to our archive of historical relics, and/or cash gifts, or in-kind services 6:30 IHS General Meeting
. . . . ) First 2024 Business Meetings
support benefitting its operations, during the past quarter: 700 Program: Jerry Finch
Archival Donations of Historic Relics: lola Childhood Recalled
Monday, February 26, 2024
Kathy Bestul (“Hilsen fra Norge” framed needle point), Leggie Gullixon (Lee Nelson wood figure 5:30 IHS Board Meeting
carved 1991), Angelo van Bogart (two “Duesenberg.SS]” books for library). 6:30 IHS General Meeting
7:00 Program: From Archive
Donations of Cash and In-Kind Services: Clothing Styles of Past
Monday, March 25, 2024
Robert D. Andrews (cash for '03 FordModel A‘fundraiser, IMO John Gunnell), Mary J. Bennett (cash for 5:3‘6 IHS Board Meeting
CLK display), Central Wisconsin Tractor; Club (cash for '03 Ford Model A fundraiser), Howard & 6:30 IHS General Meeting

7:00 Program: lola Herald

Roberta Cook (cash for '03 Ford Model A fundraiser), Donald C. Dineen (cash undesignated), Mark Stores & Stories of Past
Doll (cash undesignated), Trey & Mary Foerster (cash for Depot project), David C. Harper (cash Monday, April 29, 2024
undesignated), Ruth Johnson (cash for Log Cabin fund), Ed Lamar (cash undesignated, via Rotary Club Zég ::g 22?123%?542?51 g
of Waupaca), Greg Loescher (US flag lapel pins for CLK dedication; cash donation for Historic Iola 7:00 Program: Dr. Schroeder
marker program), Bonny Pethke (painting Depot rebuild structure), Charles W. Thompson (cash for '03 UW Anthropologist

. . . . . Dugout Canoe Insights
Ford Model A fundraiser), Voie Funeral Home (endowment donation), Julian Wesley (cash for '03 Ford Monday, May 27, 2024
Model A fundraiser), Faith Wolberg (cash for Depot project). Noon - 2:.00 2024 Annual Memorial Day

. Pork Roast - Salute to Military Veterans
2023/24 Supporting Members: Tuesday, May 28, 2024
5:30 IHS Board Meeting
The Iola Historical Society wishes to express special thanks and recognition to the following 6:30 IHS General Meeting
individuals and organizations for their dedicated Supporting Member financial contributor status for 7:00 Pr%%ramzsl:em?e]r? | Reli
are ow n e ellcs

the ongoing operational activities of the Society: Louis & Louise Adams, Scott & Karri Bestul, LeRoy
& Carolyn Borth, Yvonne Gurholt, Donna Hooker, Iola & Rural Fire Service, Ruth C. Johnson, Lanna All Members and General Public Welcome to
& Don Langdok, Thomas & Linda Martin. Attend All Meetings and Programs

(AIl IHS activities held at Depot Street
complex unless otherwise indicated.)
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