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Those Were the Days of -
Real “Horse Power”

As the turn into the 20" Century was unfolding in Iola and the surrounding
area, “horse-power” as it had been known for many centuries was giving way
to the mechanical form. In the picture above, Carl Rosholt’s work horses
were captured outside the barn prepared for the workday. In the picture
below, on a fine summer day in 1910, a “club” of about a dozen of the area’s
“horseless carriages” were lined up curb to curb on North Main Street.
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

This time out, I thought I'd share a few
words on the Iola Historical Society’s
“organic” attributes, a theme most of us are
seldom likely to think of even in passing.
We/ve experienced phenomenal organic
growth - i.e., the systematic coordinated
growth of our parts and people . . . through
more than 70 years of dedicated service to the
preservation of local history and heritage.

Building on a tradition established at the
time of its organization on October 28, 1953,
when about a dozen local ladies assembled to
pursue the recording of the development of
Iola from the already thinning contingent of
those who had lived the experience, we have
slowly but steadily organically advanced to
become a primary museum and repository of
the artifacts and styles of those times.

By the time the Society introduced a
newsletter nearly 50 years later — see glimpses
of how we were progressing in the Spring
issues of 2001 and 2004, reproduced on pages
7 and 8 - our objective was proclaimed as;
Remembering the Past, Living the Present,
Planning the Future. At the time, we were
four structures - Depot, Log Cabin, One-
Room Schoolhouse, and Helvetia Town Hall -
having since organically grown to eight; 1901
Firehouse, Machine Shed exhibition building,
Museum and the archival storage buildings.

Our membership has grown organically as
well. None of our current directors and
officers were active back then. Presidents
Robert Crase and Murnell Olson, along with
Vice-Presidents Lila Aanstad and Stella
Strand, at the time were among the long-time
and steadfast members. We have advanced on
the shoulders of new contributors and their
dedication . . . we will organically continue to
develop and grow into the future on the
shoulders of their . . . and your dedication.

Editor’s Note:
CORRECTION

The last issue of the Window — Volume
15, Number 1 — was through oversight
incorrectly dated; Spring 2025. It should
have properly carried the date; WINTER
2025. For those members/readers
maintaining issue files, please annotate

the previous issue accordingly.
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Where? Who? What? When?

Yup...Sometimes
The Best Laid Plans
...Don’t Come Off

... According To Plan!

The photos reproduced to the right
captured an embarrassing moment for
a crew of Iola volunteers . . . . planning
had gone awry when this apparently ice
or snow laden late-1940s vintage Dodge
truck fell victim to thin ice and awaited
a tow for extraction. Where did it
happen? Who were the individuals
involved? What was the occasion?
When did it happen?

What unfolded was obviously a big
deal. Note the several individuals not
involved who were pondering the
situation. And the intrepid
photographer was on hand with his
trusty camera to capture the
development. Whose truck was
involved, and was it salvageable
following the incident? One can only
imagine the chatter that resulted

around town for days to come!

Put on your thinking cap and let us
know what you come up with? Please
respond by phone:

715-445-10LA (4652);

by e-mail:
IolaHistoricalSociety@gmail.com;

or by postal mail:

IHS, P. O. Box 412, Iola, WI 54945.
Responses received will be shared in
the Summer 2025 issue of the Window
and archived in our historical database

following publication.
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How Time Flies

A Glimpse of IHS’ History as Captured in Our Spring Newsletters of 2001 and 2004
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Lest we forget, recalled below are valued friends and members who passed
recently. Please remember them with appreciation, as you reflect on their
valued contributions to preserving the heritage of our community and area.

Roger E. Olson
This lifelong Iola resident was born on July 30, 1939, passing away at Weston under hospice care
on March 22, 2025. An Honorary Life Member of the Iola Historical Society, his services to the
organization ranged from moving the pioneer style log cabin from the Wrolstad farm in the
town of Harrison to our Historic Village campus, along with setting the vintage caboose
alongside the historic 1894 Iola & Northern Depot, to tending to our exhibit area electrical
installation needs. A community volunteer for all seasons, he was to the end also engaged with
the needs of the Iola Winter Sports Club, the Iola Old Car Show, the Glacier Wood Golf Club,
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and many others. Seasonally he'd be encountered mowing lawns,
plowing snow and trimming trees. His working career was spent as a lineman, retiring from the
Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative after 40-plus years of service. In the 1980s he proudly
sponsored and coached Roger’s Tree Trimmers, a ladie's league team that played in the Taylor
Field softball league.

Leslie “Les” Solberg
Passing away on March 4, 2025, Les Solberg was born on August 18,1951. Claiming Iola as his
“homeland,” Les was possibly born in Waupaca. He cherished fishing, grilling brats, cold beers,
Packers football and local history. Les will be dearly missed, but never forgotten by the legion of
family and friends he left behind, who always enjoyed his always uncanny just right stories, with
just the right amount of embellishment, depending on the audience.

Donors & Loaners

The Iola Historical Society expresses its appreciation to the following
for contributing donations, and/or cash gifts, or in-kind services
support benefitting its operations, during the past quarter:

January - February - March

Archival Donations of Historic Relics: Marilyn Mortenson (Grandpa’s Place advertising
calendar/mirror), Steve Mortenson (vintage IRFD Fire Extinguisher), Jerry Stromberg (Olaf
Skye ¢.1920 Blacksmith-built Child’s Sleigh; assofted pics and papers for archiying).

Donations of Cashsand In-Kind Services: Anonymous (cash, lola Historic Depot and
Caboose [restoration, IMO Lester! & Myrtle Larson, Robert/ & Carol Lashua), Blackbaud
Giving Fund (cash, undesignated), Leroy/& Carolyn Borth (cash, 1903 Ford purchase
replenishment of endowmeént), Community Insurance, (cash, undesignated), Elaine M. Crase
(cash, Iola_& Northern Depot and Log Cabin restoration projects),CWEC Trust (cash,
Chester L. Krause display), Mark & Terry Doll (cash, unrestricted), FIDEM USA Group (cash,
use of museum meeting area), Girl Scouts of NW Great Lakes, Southern Waupaca County
(cash, use of Machine Shed), Cindy Glapinski (cash, undesignated, IMO Nikolai Paulson),
Estate of Irene Maloy Haroldson (quantity of her book “Welcome to America” to give away),
Marcia Helgeson (cash, depot restoration project), Iola Girl Scout Troop (cash, use of
Machine Shed), Iola Lions Club (cash, undesignated), Gary & Susan Jacobson (cash,
undesignated, IMO Les Solberg), Lashua Automotive (cash, undesignated), Elmer & Nancy
Solberg & Family (cash, undesignated, IMO Les Solberg), Swenson Tree Service (trim lower
tree branches).

2025 Supporting Members

The Iola Historical Society wishes to express special thanks and
recognition to the following individuals and organizations for their
dedicated Supporting Member financial contributor status for the

ongoing operational activities of the Society: Louis & Louise Adams, Scott &
Karri Bestul, LeRoy & Carolyn Borth, Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative, Mark & Ann
Forseth, Mary & Charlies Gipp, Donna Hooker, Iola & Rural Fire Service, Ruth C. Johnson,
Lanna & Don Langdok, Roberta Louison, Thomas & Linda Martin, Too-Dars Diner.
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2025 EVENTS SCHEDULE

Monday, May 26, 2025
Noon - 2:00 pm Memorial Day
2025 Annual Pork Roast
Salute to Military Veterans

Tuesday, May 27, 2025
5:30 IHS Board Meeting
6:30 IHS Membership Meeting
7:00 Program

Sunday, June 22, 2025

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
2025 Annual Strawberry Fest
Fundraiser & Collectibles Fair

Monday, June 30, 2025
5:30 IHS Board Meeting
6:30 IHS Membership Meeting
7:00 Program

Monday, July 28, 2025
5:30 IHS Board Meeting
6:30 IHS Membership Meeting
7:00 Program

Tuesday, September 2, 2025
Postponed August Meeting -
This Change Accommodates
Member Travels to Gausdal

5:30 IHS Board Meeting
6:30 IHS Membership Meeting
7:00 Program

Monday, September 29, 2025
5:30 IHS Board Meeting
6:30 IHS Membership Meeting
7:00 Program

Saturday, October 4, 2025
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
2025 Annual Taste of Norway
& Lost Arts Fair
Includes Fall Gift & Craft Show

Monday, October 27, 2025
5:30 IHS Board Meeting
6:30 IHS Membership Meeting
Last 2025 Business Meeting
2026 Board/Officer Elections
Discuss, Approve 2026 Budget
7:00 Program

Saturday, December 6, 2025
4:30 Post-Christmas Parade
Children Visit Santa Program
Hosted at IHS Machine Shed

Monday, December 15, 2025
5:30 Annual IHS Christmas Potluck
Banquet & Program
Hosted at the lola Mills Café

Monday, January 26, 2026
5:30 IHS Board Meeting
6:30 IHS Membership Meeting
First 2026 Business Meetings
7:00 Program

All Members and General Public Welcome to
Attend All Meetings and Programs
(Al IHS activities held at Depot Street
complex unless otherwise indicated.)



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

